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Caring for the environment comprehension

Read the information about how farmers care for the environment (your teacher can help 
you find this) and complete the following:

1.  What are the main areas that farmers need to consider when minimising the impact of
farming on their land?

2. In your own words, define ‘biodiversity’.

3. Name three ways in which farmers protect their land and encourage biodiversity.

1)

2) 

3) 
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4. Why is healthy soil ‘essential to the sustainability of cattle and sheep production’?

5. On the farm, what is water mainly used for?

6. List the different uses of energy on the farm.

7.  The red meat industry produces about 10% of Australia’s total greenhouse gas 
emissions. What is the main component of this?

farming today

Cattle
andsheep

goodmeat.com.au/education Page 2



8. Complete these sentences using the following words:

ecosystems agricultural environment biodiversity

a.  Like agriculture and all human activity, raising cattle, sheep and goats has an 

impact on the .

b.   is the variety of all living things (plants, animals and 

micro-organisms) and the  they form.

c.   Australia’s cattle and sheep farms occupy around 50% of 

 land used in Australia.
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